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As you may be aware, there is a lot of discussion in the community about District actions to sell several 

pieces of valuable property that are no longer needed for educational purposes.   The plans are 

consistent with long range, community-based discussions about the closure and demolition of several 

buildings, and the eventual sale of the property.  We want to keep you in the loop regarding the latest 

developments. 

Rising property values, an undeniable need for new dollars to fund school construction projects on 

existing buildings and growing interest from potential investors has put the District in the enviable 

position of considering options for the sale of land at the vacated sites of Clear Lake Middle School, 

Baker and Roush Elementary and open space near F.M. Day Elementary.   All decisions are being made 

with the best interest of students and taxpayers in mind. 

District 50 will benefit from the increased revenues from the sale of the properties, and the arrival of 

new families within our boundaries. For example, an increase of 30 students to the District would 

generate approximately $225,000 in additional revenues from the State of Colorado.  We are excited 

about the opportunity to bring new students into the community.  

As for property owners neighboring these sites, historically new investment in a neighborhood raises the 

property values for all homeowners, sometimes dramatically.   A report from Temple University Center 

for Public Policy found that “all else being equal, houses on blocks with abandonment sold for $6,715 

less than houses on blocks with no abandonment.” 

Frequently asked questions and answers about Clear Lake Middle School 

Was there public discussion and involvement about decisions over the use of Clear Lake Middle School?  

Yes, almost ten years ago an advisory board undertook a detailed look at all of District 50’s properties 

and presented long and short term priorities.  One of the conclusions was that Clear Lake Middle School 

should be demolished and a new use found for the property.  In 2009, a public meeting was held at 

Clear Lake Middle School about possible plans for the school’s closure, and all parties were represented.     

In January of 2010, Board of Education members Marilyn Flachman, Sharon Whitehair, Marge Rinaldi, 

Kevin Massey and Vicky Marshall unanimously voted to close the school and take steps to demolish the 

building while determining the best use of the property. 

Why didn’t the District remodel or refurbish Clear Lake Middle School? 

The Colorado Department of Education’s Revised Assessment Report of June 25, 2010 estimated the 

cost of bringing Clear Lake Middle School up to the required standards and safety codes was 

$23,248,868.  This number was significantly higher than the cost of building a new school.  The Board of 

Education considered this analysis when making its decisions.  

  



What has happened to Clear Lake Middle School since its closure? 

District 50 sought a BEST grant from the State of Colorado to build a new elementary school with 

significant State funding at the site of Clear Lake, but the State did not approve the proposal.   

Why did School District 50 spend money to demolish Clear Lake Middle School? 

As District 50 looked for a buyer, the vacated property became a blight on the community with 

increased cases of graffiti, vandalism, theft and homeless people taking shelter in the building.  In 

addition, there were questions of legal liability if someone were hurt on the site or exposed to asbestos.  

In 2014, the Board of Education authorized the demolition of the building anticipating a buyer of the 

land would not accept the liability of a standing structure.  Concern for quality of life in the Clear Lake 

neighborhood was the highest priority. 

Is the District getting a fair price for the property? 

Yes, just as homeowners have their homes appraised to know their value, especially before sale, District 

50 routinely has its properties analyzed by independent third party experts.  In the past, offers for the 

purchase of Clear Lake have been rejected because they were not high enough.  The latest offer makes 

financial sense for the District and taxpayers in the community.  

Why not sit on the property and wait for property values to increase even further? 

In addition to the concerns about Clear Lake’s impact on neighbors and liability, the District is actually 

losing money on its vacated properties.  Since 2011, District 50 has spent $170,000 for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the sites at Clear Lake, the former Baker Elementary and the former Roush Elementary. 

What will the money from the sale be used for?  

Proceeds from the sale of any District 50 property will be returned to the District’s Capital Construction 

Budget to pay for needed building repairs and upgrades to school HVAC and security systems. This is a 

responsible use of taxpayer dollars. As you may recall, voters rejected a mill levy override in 2013 and a 

mill levy override and bond election in 2014. 

We hope this answers your questions about the potential sale of Clear Lake Middle School. 

Sincerely, 

 

The Adams County School District 50 Board of Education  


